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Favouring partners based on Perceived Similarity:Attitudinal Similarity
among Indian married couples

Intr ion:

Individuals tend to evaluate and perceive themselves in relation to others. They compare their
systems of characteristics, achievements, abilities, values, and opinions with other individuals in
and around their surroundings. Festinger’s (1954) theory of social comparison suggests that apart
from this assessment with others, individuals tend to make comparisons with others who are
similar to them, be it in dimensions of gender, age, occupation and so on. Festinger (1961, as
cited in Porwal & Jain, 1985) further suggests that apart from making comparisons with similar
others, individuals tend to be attracted to those who are similar to them.

Byme et al (1970) examined that when subjects were sent to a 30-minute “coke-date” after
matching them on the basis of similarity of their attitudes, significantly positive correlations were
found between attitudinal similarity and attraction. Porwal and Jain (1985) found that both males
and females liked individuals who are similar to them as compared to those dissimilar to them.

In addition to this, Newcomb’s (1953) research examined the relationship between attitudinal
similarity and interpersonal attraction. His ABX model of interpersonal attraction suggested that
two people who are attracted to each other constitute a positive affect for the other. They ought
to experience a balanced relationship if they share similar attitudes over an important issue,
while an imbalance is eminent on dissimilarity of attitudes. Thus, it is evident that attitudinal
similarity plays an important role for a relationship to begin.

The initial need for attitudinal similarity has been the focus of a variety of research. But the
samples have been prominently dominated by and concentrated in the West. There arises a need
to examine this role in indicating a relationship within the periphery of the Indian context, as
well as whether this aspect of attitudinal similarity finds itself sustainable after several years of




