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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Buildings in India are not always designed to be accessible to all. Needs 
of persons with disability (PwDs) and elderly aren’t considered while 
designing buildings and a number of barriers may come in the way of 
a PwD in the process of maneuvering through building premises and 
in public spaces. The accessibility audit is aimed at identifying such 
barriers and giving recommendations thereon, in order that a PwD can 
move around with dignity, without need for assistance in any public 
space and building premise. In accordance with the Accessible India 
Campaign (AIC) or the Sugamya Bharat Abhiyan) which is launched as 
a nationwide campaign, for achieving Universal accessibility for Persons 
with Disability (PwDs), this access audit is an attempt to assess the 
accessibility of ‘NSt. Xavier’s College Campus’. Standards of accessibility 
are standard, and conform to the ‘Harmonised Guidelines and Space 
standards for barrier free built environment for persons with disability and 
elderly persons, February 2016.

An accessible building is one in which all members of society have 
an equal access to every part and all amenities of the building. It is 
working towards an equitable society whereby Persons with disabilities 
(PwDs) are empowered to move around independently in the accessible 
environment. The intent of the audit is to identify the barriers in the 
everyday use of the campus, encountered by the visually impaired, 
hearing impaired, and persons with lower and upper limb locomotive 
disability which includes wheelchair users. The audit was carried out 
considering PwDs who are students, faculty, staff and visitors. The audit 
was conducted as per the everyday circulation and use of the building by a 
user, ensuring that no barriers are overlooked. The report is structured in a 

similar manner, with major categorization of spaces as External environment, 
internal environment, Vertical circulation (staircases) and Toilets. The external 
environment comprises of parking, alighting, and the accessible route to the 
building entrance. The internal environment audit is carried out considering 
the common parameters of accessible entrance, reception and lobby, ramps, 
handrails, corridors, doors and doorways, drinking water facilities, controls 
and operating mechanisms, signage, and emergency evacuation. The audit of 
staircases and all the toilets were audited as a separate entity
using the parameters of the Accessible India Campaign checklist. Issues have 
been identified, and corresponding recommendations have been proposed.

This report has to be read along with the:

1. Accessibility Audit Checklist ( AIC) 
http://iphnewdelhi.in/WriteReadData/Access%20Audit%20Checklist.pdf

2. Harmonised Guidelines and Space standards for barrier free built environment 
for persons with disability and elderly persons, February 2016.  
http://cpwd.gov.in/Publication/armonisedguidelinesdreleasedon23rdMarch2016.pdf
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LEGEND

KEY PLAN

1.	 EXTERNAL ENVIRONMENT

	 INTERNAL ENVIRONMENT:
2.	 OFFICE BUILDING
3.	 SCIENCE BUILDING
4.	 HALL BUILDING
5.	 CHAPEL BUILDING
6.	 TOILET/STAFF ROOM/GYMKHANA
7.	 XIMR BUILDING
8.	 XIC BUILDING
9.	 BOYS HOSTEL BUILDING (G+3)
10.	 BOYS HOSTEL BUILDING (4,5,6)
11.	 LIBRARIES
12.	 CAFETERIA
13.	 AUDITORIUMS
14.	 CLASSROOMS, LABORATORIES & FURNITURE

CONCLUSIONS & REFERENCES

Parameters for internal environment audit:
(elements for universal design within building premises)

•	 Accessible Entrance 
•	 Reception and Lobby 
•	 Ramp with Handrail
•	 Emergency Evacuation
•	 Lifts
•	 Staircases with handrails
•	 Corridors
•	 Doors
•	 Accessible Toilets
•	 Drinking water facility
•	 Controls and operating mechanisms
•	 Signage
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13
48
83
111
138
161
187
227
264
280
319
330
356

360

CONTENTS
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VI
HI
L

VISUALLY IMPAIRED
HEARING IMPAIRED
LOCOMOTOR IMPAIRED

MAJOR MODIFICATION
MINOR MODIFICATION

YES
NO
NA

CHECKLISTS: PLANS:

OBSTRUCTING FURNITURE
DRINKING WATER FACILITY
FIRE EXTINGUISHER

STAIRCASE
CORRIDORS
TOILETS

GRILL

LEGEND
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CONCLUSIONS

The access audit findings show that certain areas of the campus are 
inaccessible to persons with disability (PwDs), and the recommendations must 
be incorporated to make the building more accessible. Common observations 
and larger strategies for all buildings so that a person with special needs can 
maneuver his/her way without assistance are:

1.	 An emergency evacuation strategy for all users of the building, in particular 
persons with disability (especially wheelchair users). This is of paramount 
importance as the buildings, many of which are heritage structures that have 
been retrofitted (planned later) to accommodate departmental and students’ 
needs, do not have an easy emergency evacuation facility. Considering 
the large percentage of students and faculty with visual impairment, it 
is recommended that all persons on campus be trained for emergency 
evacuation, especially for persons with disability, particularly wheelchair 
users, who, in the given scenario, have no arrangement. It is additionally 
recommended that emergency evacuation drills be carried out at regular 
periods.

2.	 Accessible toilets are provided at one focal place for students. While 
separate staff toilets exist in all buildings for staff, there are no separate, 
accessible toilets for the staff. These should be provided. Further, providing 
more accessible toilets for a large and inclusive educational institution is 
desirable.

3.	 In accordance with the Harmonized Guidelines and Space Standards issued 
by MoUD, a tactile guidance path is required on all floors connecting all 
utilities and the entrance, like drinking water facilities, coffee machines, 

photocopy machines, lift lobby, staircase lobby and fire exit points on every 
floor.

4.	 A standardization of accessible control mechanisms (switch boards, etc.) is 
required on all floors.

5.	 In accordance with the Harmonized Guidelines and Space Standards issued 
by MoUD, a standardization of Signages that conform to the International 
Standards of Accessibility (audio, visual and tactile) are required at 
appropriate locations.

6.	 All facilities must be regularly maintained.

•	 Harmonised Guidelines and Space Standards for Barrier Free Built 
Environment for Persons with Disability and Elderly Persons, February 2016 
- Government of India, Ministry of Urban Development

•	 Accessible India Campaign checklist
•	 Code of Accessibility in the built environment 2007 - Building and 

construction authority
•	 UN Design guidelines
•	 www.accessibleindia.gov.in
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